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Burns Lake Artisans 
Relocate To New 

Arts Centre

CIRAC kindly acknowledges the support of:

The local Burns Lake artisan 
group has moved to the 
interpretive centre building on 
Hwy. 16 on September the 1st. The 
location beside the Burns Lake 
and District Chamber of 
Commerce and Lakes Economic 
Development Association is 
beneÞcial in promoting the arts 
and the community. 

The building is used within the 
guidelines of the original intent:
that being an interpretive centre. 
The group will showcase the 
diversity of local artistic talents, 
including First Nations artisans 
and will provide interpretive 
information on the production of 
art and craft items.
Items for sale include original 
drawings, paintings, pottery, 

weaving, jewelry, mixed media, 
hand dyed fabrics, wildlife 
carvings,soaps, cards and more.
The centre is open Monday 
through Thursday and Saturday: 
11am to 5pm and!Friday: 11am to 
7pm.
Visit the centreÕs Facebook page 
for news, updates, events and 
photos.
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Member Arts Council Representatives
BELLA COOLA COMMUNITY ARTS 
COUNCIL: Pauline Russell
BARKERVILLE HISTORIC TOWN:
James Douglas
FORT ST. JAMES COMMUNITY ARTS 
COUNCIL: Pat Gauthier 
MACKENZIE COMMUNITY ARTS 
COUNCIL: Carol Skulmoski 
NECHAKO VALLEY COMMUNITY ARTS 
COUNCIL:Azucena Rudland
PRINCE GEORGE COMMUNITY ARTS 
COUNCIL: Wendy Young
QUESNEL COMMUNITY ARTS 
COUNCIL:
Bernice Heinzelman 
UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN BC ARTS 
COUNCIL: Dr. Rob Budde 
WILLIAMS LAKE COMMUNITY ARTS 
COUNCIL: Harry Jennings
100 MILE HOUSE COMMUNITY ARTS 
COUNCIL: Ginny Alexander 
LAKES DISTRICT ARTS COUNCIL:
Wayne Brown
ROBSON VALLEY ARTS COUNCIL:
Dannielle Allan 
ARTS ON THE FLY:
Monika Schlepfer

Contact Us
Central Interior Regional
Arts Council

Executive Director:                     
Thomas Schoen                                     
Box 4537
Williams Lake, BC
V2G 2V5
604 629-9883

We gratefully acknowledge the 

support of:

Locally owned and operated since
1977.

Email: williamslake@papyrus.ca
Phone: (250) 392-4744

Fax: (250) 392-3030
Toll Free: 1-888-334-4744

Presidents Report
by Sheri Ukrainetz

  Since our last regional meeting in 
April we have continued to persevere in 
the poor economy. Like other non-proÞt 
groups, large and small, our application 
for funding from the BCAC and/or other 
funders had been decreased or denied 
(the Community Gaming Grant). This 
has forced us to seek other ways of 
funding the organization. At our 
meetings in April we decided to hold a 
rafße this Sept to help offset our funding 
shortfall. Other non-proÞt groups have 
held similar events and found them to be 
successful. With a great roster of prizes 
for our rafße, we too are hoping for 
success. We are also looking at other 
means of diversifying our funding base, 
so that we can continue to provide our 
mandate in the future.

  Arts Fest 2010 was held in Prince 
George at the PG Tourism center. We 
had a great turnout and the opening 
reception was well received. The next 
day, the artists attended a session with 
the jurors as well the workshops on 
ÒCopyrightingÓ and ÒPhotographing 
artwork for exhibition or saleÓ. We are 
happy to announce AF 2011 will be in 
100 Mile House, with Barb Brown of 
Parkside Gallery taking on the task.

  CIRAC has been asked to be a member 
of the Working Group set up by the 
CRD and the City of Williams Lake to 
develop the Central Cariboo Arts and 
Culture Function. Graham Kelsey was 
asked to work with them on our behalf. 
Thomas has been involved in partnering 
with Island Mountain Arts (Wells) and 
Arts on the Fly (Horseßy). These 
partnerships have increased our 
exposure to the artists in the area as well 
as helped these organizations with their 
grant proposals and applications. Arts 
on the Fly was able to get their grant 
this year to fund their event  most likely 
due to this partnership.

  Arts North and the web page 
www.cirac.ca continue to provide 
information on arts and artists in the 
region. Arts North has had some 
changes in the format for more cost 
efÞcient publication. It still however has 
lots of  interesting articles and 
information. Thomas has been regularly 
updating the web page to keep it current. 
It features work by a different artist of 
the region every month.

  Our regional meeting will be held in 
Wells Sept 24/25. In addition to the 
meetings we will have a chance to tour 
Wells, to see a live show at the Sunset 
Theatre and to wander around 
Barkerville.

  Book/CD Nook will be at the Medieval 
Market in Williams Lake this fall. With 
the experience gained from last years 
participation, Thomas hopes to make this 
an even better event.

Sheri Ukrainetz, President CIRAC

About CIRAC

The Central Interior Regional Arts 
Council (CIRAC) is a not for proÞt 
charitable organization funded by 
membership fees, donations and 
grants, the most signiÞcant of which 
is an operating grant from the BC 
Arts Council. We serve a vast area 
from MacKenzie in the north to 100 
Mile House in the south, from 
Valemount in the east to Burns Lake, 
Vanderhoof, Fort St James and Bella 
Coola in the west. Our mandate is to 
initiate and promote the cultural 
enrichment of the lives of the people 
in the central interior. Our 
membership consists of the various 
Community Arts Councils in the 
region, together with sixty 
individual members. We serve the 
members through communication, 
coordination and education. This 
mandate means that we must not 
duplicate what the local arts councils 
do, but rather seek opportunities to 
showcase regional work. 

mailto:williamslake@papyrus.ca
mailto:williamslake@papyrus.ca
http://www.cirac.ca
http://www.cirac.ca
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CIRAC Member Support

In September, CIRAC Past President and 
Professor Emeritus of Educational Studies at the 
University of British Columbia, facilitated a full 
day board and management retreat and visioning 
workshop for the board and staff of Island 
Mountain Arts.

In this photo (from left to right):                            

Aaron Read, Megan Topham, Laurie Landry, Kara Haack, 
Lindsay Read, Graham Kelsey, Yael Wand, Paul Crawford, 
Julie Fowler.

-Barkerville Historic Town, Board Room-

Groop Gallery, P.G.  - ÒRust And FoundÓ Opening

Approximately 150 patrons attended the opening of ÒRust And FoundÓ at the Groop Gallery in Prince 
George on September the 10th. Melanie Desjardines, who owns the gallery at 1127 Third Avenue, is an 
artist herself. Her gallery specializes in modern and contemporary artwork and provides space to support 
local artists.

      Anne & Dick Harris, Dawn Beaudreau, Lisa Redpath,! ! ! Dr. Naccarato and Jennifer Ferries !!                             
!                                                      Melanie Desjardines
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ArtsWells 2010 Wrap up

!!!!! This year's Artswells Festival of 
All Things Art's theme was Love, 
and thats about all anyone did for 
four days in a row.! This year's 
Festival brought together an 
amazing crew of new and veteran 
Artswells organizers and artists.! 
We at Island Mountain Arts would 
like to thank everyone who came 
out to enjoy the fun in the sun and 
play their very own chords of Love 
to send out into the world.! We are 
convinced our symphony of 
cacophony has resonated around 
the globe and will continue into 
the years to come.

Yael Wand & Christina Zenker!!!!! 

There are simply too many 
highlights to Þt into a newsletter!! 
This year's was the biggest 
Artswells Festival yet, with more 
guests showing up than we even 
had tickets for!! Artswells' ratings 
among the top festivals in the 
country have earned its 
participants numerous prizes from 
sponsors and other organizations 
for next year, so keep your eyes 
and ears open for these in the 2011 
season. 

!

!!!!! Tyler Doerksen

" Our fantastic musical line-
up this year was interspersed with 
over 60 workshops, all of which 
overßowed with enthusiastic 
participants. !! A personal favorite 
was the Artwalk, featuring local 
artists from here in Wells, as well 
as those who travelled here to 
make the mini murals which will 
soon decorate select houses of 
Wells after their exhibition at IMA 
Gallery this year.! These murals 
will be for sale during the course 
of the exhibition.!

!!!!! The One Minute Play Festival 
was so popular this year that we 
literally had to change venues to a 
much bigger space to 
accommodate. Possibly the only 
other event this hilarious was the 
infamous Rowan's Beard Off.! The 
Bizarro of this barber shop shave 
was entertaining even if you don't 
know who Rowan is!!

!

!!!!! Bob Campbell

" A stunning show from 
Wells' own National Treasure took 
the crowd by storm, to be followed 
by even more awesome collective 
jamming with friends of the band 
including some fantastic ones like 
Sarah Burton and upcoming 
superstar Joe Nolan.! Excellent 
performances by our hero Wax 
Mannequin and our not so secret 
crushes Miss Emily Brown and the 
devilishly handsome Corwin Fox, 
were followed by the surprizing 
beats of Namgar.! Artswells was 
proud to be among the Þrst 
festival in Canada to host this 
Chinese/Russian/Mongolian 
dance-folk extravaganza.! We still 
can't get enough of Namgar's 
music here at the IMA ofÞce.! 
We're listening to it day and night.! 
Now that is Love.!

Ross Douglas

Thank You!
The CIRAC Executive Directors would like to thank INDIGO INK GRAPHIC DESIGN for their generous support of 

our summer rafße. Indigo Design donated the design and printing of 1500 tickets.
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BC ARTS COUNCIL RECEIVES 
ADDITIONAL FUNDING

VICTORIA Ð The British Columbia Arts Council will 
administer $7 million in funding provided through the 
B.C. governmentÕs 2010 Sports and Arts Legacy to 
support their strategic plan, Kevin Krueger, Minister of 
Tourism, Culture and the Arts announced.

ÒI am conÞdent in the councilÕs strategic plan to deliver 
on the legacyÕs goals through its work with B.C.Õs 
vibrant arts community,Ó said Krueger. ÒThis will 
increase the councilÕs budget to just over $16 million 
for the current Þscal year, demonstrating our 
governmentÕs commitment to a strong, creative and 
growing arts community, even in these difÞcult 
economic times. These monies will be distributed to the 
arts community through the independent peer-review 
adjudication process that has been established by the 
council.Ó

The government respects and values a strong 
independent council and is committed to ensuring this 
independence is maintained and enjoys the conÞdence 
of the arts community.

ÒIn 2009, the council board established its priorities and 
asked staff to prepare programs to fulÞl the goals of the 
strategic plan. The additional funding announced 
today means the council will be able to advance the 

goals set out in our strategic plan, with a large portion 
of these funds going towards increased support for 
councilÕs operating clients, as indicated by the minister 

last month,Ó said Stan Hamilton, interim chair of the 
council. The councilÕs board will immediately review 
the programs that council staff has been developing in 
recent months in order to ensure that the program 
details and the funds may be released to the 
community promptly.Ó

ÒSome of the programs to be implemented may 
include: support for the commissioning, creation, 
development and production of new works; artists in 
education; opportunities for the next generation of 
artists and further support for our operating clients in 
the spring and autumn rounds. The legacy vision is 
consistent with these plans,Ó added Hamilton.

As announced in the most recent Provincial budget, the 
2010 Sports and Arts Legacy provides $60 million over 
three years to enhance sports, arts and cultural 
opportunities for all British Columbians. Of this 
amount, $10 million has been budgeted for culture and 
the arts during the current Þscal year, with $3 million 
allocated for the BC Spirit Festivals.

The BC Arts Council supports arts and arts 
organization across the province and is governed by a 
15-member council, which represents the regions, 
cultural diversity and artistic communities of British 
Columbia.

CALL FOR ENTRY
!Attention all Central Interior BC Authors and Musicians!!

!

The Williams Lake Medieval Market on November 20th & 21st, 2010 will include a CIRAC booth 
(Book/CD Nook) which will be dedicated to representing regional authors and musicians to 

promote sales and awareness.!!Please submit your literature and music so we can assist the region 
in getting excited about local talent!!!Your suggestions and ideas are also appreciated.

Contact Thomas at CIRAC

!tschoen@lincsat for more info or 604 629 9883

http://www.bcartscouncil.ca/mediaroom/news_releases/nr_additional_funding_sept2010.pdf
http://www.bcartscouncil.ca/mediaroom/news_releases/nr_additional_funding_sept2010.pdf
http://www.bcartscouncil.ca/mediaroom/news_releases/nr_additional_funding_sept2010.pdf
http://www.bcartscouncil.ca/mediaroom/news_releases/nr_additional_funding_sept2010.pdf
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OCTOBER: ! ! ! "TREES"

! ! ! ! Artistic impressions of trees by local artists

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER:! "ÓBEAUX ART!"

! ! ! ! Christmas Art Sale of unique and original artwork for gift-giving or self-indulgence

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday" 10am to 4 ! ! Contact: Phone # 250-991-4014! ! Location: Quesnel, 500 North Star Road

! ! ! ! ! ! Quesnel Film Club Films at 7:00 pm at the Cariboo Theatre:

! ! ! ! ! ! October 21st: "Mid-August Lunch"

! ! ! ! ! ! November 4th: "Babies"

! ! ! ! ! ! Quesnel Live Arts

! ! ! ! ! ! Marc Atkinson Trio: Wednesday October the 27th  at 7:30 pm

! ! ! ! ! ! The Good Lovelies: Thursday December the 2nd at 7:30 pm

Four years ago my friend Jack introduced me to a deposit of excellent clay. I tested the clay, and then decided to do some research on the 
site.  I discovered that not only did someone hold the mineral titles to the site, but there had been great interest in it since the very early 

1900s.  A few days of researching in the library turned up a fair amount of history, and I discovered documents that outlined testing done 
on the clay body in the 1940s.   

 
I took a sample of the clay to Wayne Ngan, a potter on Hornby Island.  I grew up near 

there, and knew that Wayne used clay and glaze materials from around B.C., so I 
wanted to know what he thought.  He encouraged me from the start to use this clay – 

that this was part of my life journey as a potter –  that this clay would connect me to 
the earth and the connection would show in my work.  Our conversation spoke right to 

my heart.  The words couldn’t have been more encouraging,  and exactly reflected my 
feelings. But my hands were tied! Someone else had the mineral titles to most of the 

area. Every year I checked, and every year I saw someone had the titles, and every year 
Wayne called me. 

 
One day, immediately following one of those phone calls, I decided to check the 

mineral titles again. The previous owner had let them lapse, and I was able to acquired 
the titles.  I put a lot of effort in to researching, and figuring out the situation.  It had 

taken luck, good timing and perseverance.   Besides Wayne, I had been encouraged by 
Jack and my two friends Karen and Jim.  They have been with me from the start, 

helping me keep the dream alive. Every step was a logic problem and it often seemed 
impossible.

Potter’s Clay
by Leanna Carlson

QUESNEL

ARTGALLERY  2010 Gallery Shows
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After I got the titles, I approached the property owners for permission to access the claim. 

They told me they absolutely did not want anyone trespassing as they had been abused and 
disrespected in the past, and they weren’t open to further negotiation.  I could imagine how 

they felt.  How I would feel if someone wanted to access my property?  It took another year 
to figure out my rights, but at the same time I put more effort into befriending them and 

helping them understand my motives.  My approach paid off, and now I have their support 
and encouragement. 

 
From the early 1900s, there was interest in this clay for industry.  WWI postponed further 

investigation until the 1940s.  A road was built 
using a government grant and 20 tons were 

shipped to Vancouver for testing.  The road is 
still there, but it is rough and only suitable for 

walking or ATV use.  We made three trips in 
this summer, walking and borrowing or renting ATVs.  Jim Rawlings and I made our first trip 

in June.  When we got there, he looked around and said, “I thought this would be more 
glamorous!”.  We managed to dig almost 2000 pounds of clay in just four hours, which was 

very was encouraging.  With ATVs, we made two more trips in August and September to haul 
out the clay. 

 
This year, it actually cost more money to access this clay than it would have had we bought 

clay that was mined in Alberta and shipped from Vancouver.  As this was a learning year, that 
was to be expected though, and I think of this as money well spent on potters’ education. We 

have already made plans for next year that are more efficient.
 

Besides the money spent, there is a fair amount of work to 
process the clay.  After digging and hauling, it has to dried 

thoroughly.  When it is absolutely dry, then it must be soaked 
in water till it is “slip” then poured through screens to remove 

impurities.  The slip has to sit in buckets, till the water 
separates.  The water is poured off and the clay is put on plaster 

bats to dry to the right consistency.  After that, it is hand-
wedged or pugged to make it smooth and get any air bubbles 

out.  Finally it is ready for us to build our creations.  To me, 
that is when the glamour starts, and peaks when the work 

comes out of the kiln.
 

Many people have commented to me that there is clay 
everywhere.  That is true, but, not all clay is alike. 

PotterÕs Clay

...continued from page 6
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News & Announcements

CherieLynn Bailey has ofÞcially resigned, after one year of absence. 
CherieLynn decided for personal reasons to not return after her 
maternity leave. Thomas Schoen, interim coordinator, is exited and 
pleased to stay in the position of Executive Director for the Central 
Interior Regional Arts Council. 

CIRAC RAFFLE DRAW

Congratulations to the 2010 rafße draw winners!

We had many wonderful prices donated and are pleased to announce 
the winners:

1st Price ( Painting by Lindsay Read): Laura McGregor, Burns Lake

2nd Price (Barkerville Vacation Package): Pam Grosjean, Kamloops

3rd Price (Pottery Package): Verna Janzen, Vanderhoof

4th Price (Art Print): Pat Gauthier, Ft. St. James

5th Price ($100.00 Cash): Darlene Wainwright, Burns Lake

6th Price (Pottery Mugs): Tania Fuccenecco, Quesnel 

                          Potter’s Clay... continued from page 7

This clay is very special.  It is high fire, meaning its maturing point is very high – about 
1300°C, and it is durable and strong.  Most clays in B.C. matures at a low temperature, so 

they are not as useful.  I also like it because it has beautiful color, and texture and it is 
nearby.  

     
It takes us a bit of time and work to make our pottery with it, but that is nothing compared to 

the millions of years it took mother nature to create it.

James Douglas, CIRAC Vice-
President draws the 1st Price winner 
during our Regional Fall Conference, 
with the assistance of CIRAC 
President Sheri Ukrainetz.

Join us Sunday, October 31, 2010 at 6:30 pm 
for our Ghostly Town Tour, Haunted House, 
Apple Bobbing, Prizes for Best Costumes,

Refreshments & Fireworks

What are YOU
doing for
Hallowe’en?

www.barkerville.ca �����r��1-888-994-3332

Evil Ebenezer
ÒStep ToÓ
filmed on location at
Barkerville Historic Town

A GOLDEN RAVEN EXPERIENCE
www.GoldenRaven.bc.ca


